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COME TO THE PICNIC

Saturday, September 6, the 4:30 Liturgy will take place out on the "back forty" of our\parish grounds. Our
Annual Parish Picnic will follow, making it a special and fun-filled day for all! Remember to bring lawn chairs, your
own drinks, food to share in a disposable dish, hat, sunglasses, sun screen, jackets and white elephant gifts for bingo.
(You do not need to bring: serving utensils, plates, cups, plasticware, etc.)

There will be plenty of activities for everyone and fun, laughter and fellowship. Sign-up sheets are in the Gather-
ing Area so that we can plan. The morning of the picnic many, many hands are needed to set up tents, chairs, wash and
cover tables, carry items from the kitchen to the yard and barn. The more who can help, the less everyone needs to do,
and everyone can enjoy the evening. And CLEAN-UP needs to be done in shifts for the different areas.

Don & Sue Eagle, Bob & Donna Sixbery and Sister Joyce will be on hand to let you know what needs to be done and
when. Come and Enjoy!

GOD BLESS OUR EDUCATORS!

The people of our parish have a wide variety of occupations, but three groups in particular stand out. That is
because in many ways their job is also a ministry within our larger community. The first group is those who work in an
educational setting — teachers, assistants, secretaries, bus drivers, maintenance and more. They enable others to grow in
knowledge, wisdom and understanding (the first three gifts of the Holy Spirit!) We will pray for and bless all our pa-
rishioners who teach or work in an educational setting during our GREEN MASS on Sunday, Sept. 14, at 9 am!

Later this year we will gather and bless two other groups who minister to others. First, our Rose Mass to pray for
and bless our healthcare workers will be Sunday, November 16. Second, our Blue Mass to gather and bless those who serve
in public safety: law enforcement workers, fire fighters and emergency personnel, will be Sunday, February 11.

BLESSED ARE THE PEACE MAKERS

We are all called to follow the Gospel of the non-violence proclaimed and lived by Jesus!! ST.MM Be-
atitudes Pax Christi group extends an invitation to all parishioners to join in the practice and implemen-
tation of our Catholic Social Justice mission of making peace in our time within our personal and fam-
ily life, parish life, and community life at the local, state, national and international levels.
Peacemaking Basic Training will be led by the Gospel and Spirit inspired Michigan Peace Team on
Sept 20 from 9am — S pm in the social hall.

Goals of Training are:

1. Experience the transforming power of nonviolence for oneself and society;

2. Learn about and practice skills for nonviolent peacemaking;

3. Learn of domestic & international violence reduction peacemaking efforts and opportunities for volunteering on
projects; Experience working together with others as a peace team.

The Basic Training is accomplished through telling stories of empowerment from one-on-one conflict situations of
small and large peace teams. The Peace Team will also explain the theoretical and spiritual interconnectedness of all hu-
manity and the earth which is the basis of nonviolence. Through the use of theory, stories, music and humor, you will
come to understand the roots of violence and practical skills to defuse it for the sake of a more just and peaceful commu-
nity and society. Visit the Michigan Peace Team at www.michiganpeaceteam.org. For more information on the Basic
Training or to register, contact Hugh Conahan at 810-355-3158.
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from the PASTORAL COUNCIL

Our Pastoral Council welcomed four new members at our August meeting. Sandy Oliver, Karen Luck,
Ken Kuna and Mark Wright.

Our meeting began with a discussion of the role and responsibilities of the council with the parish
structure. We also elected new leadership for the coming year; Mike Lamberjack was chosen to be chair and
Gretchen Buslepp was chosen to be vice chair. The council then choose the ministry teams to which each
member would act as liaison: Ken Kuna to Finance Council; Mary Beth Rupp to Charity and Justice; Karen
Luck to Community Life; Mark Wright to Construction Task Group; Tome Callaghan to Evangelization;
Sandy Oliver to Wellness; Kathy Carney to Properties; Jan Baldinger to Formation; Rob Linztenich to Stew-
ardship Council and Nancy Nychypor to Worship.

The council discussed our September Directions meeting. After a thoughtful discussion, it was decided
that since we completed our Pastoral Plan last spring, there was no need for a Directions meeting this fall.

The Members of the Pastoral Council

Jan Baldinger Karen Luck Gretchen Buslepp Tom Callaghan Kathy Carney Sandy Oliver
Mark Wright Ken Kuna Mike Lamberjack Rob Lintzenich Nancy Nychypor Mary Beth Rupp
Debbie Dehanke, Secretary Sr. Maryetta Churches, OP Fr. David F. Howell

from the FINANCE COUNCIL July 2008 - June 2009

As of July 31, 2008

REVENUE SOURCES July 31 Year to Date Projected Budget
Sunday Stewardship 82,913 82,913 1,183,900
Religious Formation/Donations 11,980 11,980 89,600
TOTAL 94,893 94,893 1,273,500
o BUILDING FUND: $1,694,237 o
EXPENDITURES July 31 Year to Date Projected Budget
Programs & Staffing 47,678 47,678 860,100
Building Operations 4,896 4,896 164,400
Building Pledge 20,834 20,834 250,000
TOTAL 73,407 73,407 1,274,500
BALANCE (plus/minus) +21,486 +21,486
The Members of the Finance Council
Chris Cousins Dick Demmings Sandra Howe Duke Davis
Sharon Rossiter Mike Lamberjack Bruce Heatley -Chair Bob Reske
Karen Carter Ben Lindamood Dan Grattan —Vice Chair Deb Guidos -Secretary
Bookkeeper, Dave Wisniewski Fr. David Howell

from the STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

The Stewardship Council began its work by preparing a calendar for the coming year.

The fall Stewardship Fair will begin early in September. This fair offers parishioners the opportunity
to share their gifts of time and talent with the community through a variety of task oriented ministries or spe-
cial projects. A list of these ministries will be found in this issue of the Visionary.

In the future the council would like to expand this fair by listing many more specific, limited projects.
These would especially appeal to folks who are unable to make a year long commitment.

Members of the Stewardship Council

Brigitte Burke Jim Chevalier Barb Colley Eric Feiler

Mary Beth Rupp Ann Fraser Joe Martinez Sonia Petrous

Rick Phillips Devon Wolfe Caryn Schmidt Sharon Rossiter
Lisa Schifko (Chair) Sharon Wagner Sr. Maryetta Churches, OP Fr. David F. Howell



PARISH COOK BOOK

Calling all cooks! We are putting together a parish cookbook. We need your most
treasured and delicious recipes. There is a red and white checkered box in the Gather-
ing Area to collect them, or send them by email to the parish
info@saintmarymagdalen.org or you can mail them to Mary Kay Noteman at: 3078
Beach Lake Drive East, Milford, Ml 48380. Please include your name!

RELIGIOUS FORMATION from Mary Mahar

Welcome back to Religious Formation! We have new changes to announce! Wel-
come to our new lead catechists; in Grade 1-Laura Obyc, Grade 6-Kevin Blanck, Grade 7-
Sandi Phillips, and in Grades 9 and 10 welcome to Amber Gray! Along with our returning
lead catechists Peggy Weingartz-Gr. 2, Sue Hlavaty-Gr. 3, Diane Neitzke-Gr. 4 and new
Family Program Coordinator, Jennie Ross-Gr. 5, Beth Slack-Gr. 8 and Home Study. We
are excited to start this year with new ideas and lots of energy!

Home Study: Start-up meeting for parents and youth will be on Sunday, Sept. 14, at 10:15 right
after the 9am Liturgy. All those in long-term home study must attend this meeting with Beth Slack (our
Lead Catechist for Home Study) to receive all the information and details for home study families. Short-
term home study students must attend the first day of class to pick up their materials. In addition, parents
need to contact their child’s catechist for the information needed for the 6 weeks of home study.

Grade 10 will start classes on Sunday, Sept. 14, at 5:30pm. They will then celebrate the Rite of En-
rollment at 11am Mass, on September 21 followed by class that evening at 5:30.

Family Program will start Sunday, Sept. 21 with classes at 10:30am (no start up meeting). Kinder-
garten will begin at 9 & 11, and Grade 9 begins at 5:30 in the evening.

Classes will begin Wednesday and Thursday Sept. 24 & 25! (Summer seems to fly by!) Par-
ents of all grades are invited to attend our beginning prayer service during your child’s class time to start
our year, and then to stop in the classrooms after classes so our catechists can introduce themselves and
give you handouts and information for the upcoming year!

- ‘% We are taking registrations for fall classes in the office from 9 am - 8:30 pm. Many of

f M our classes are filled, so please have two choices ready when you come in to register! Our

«. ! traditional classes meet Wednesday and Thursday, 4:30-6 or 6:30-8; high school (9th &

"% 10th grade) meet Sunday evening, 5:30-7; (they are invited to stay for youth group from 7-

- ¥ 9!), kindergarten has openings Sunday during the 9/11 am Liturgies. Our Family Program

. has openings and meets two Sundays per month after the 9am Liturgy, and is designed for
formation for the whole family at the same time!

g

We have a need for catechists, aides, nursery attendants, hall monitors and substitutes for all our

class times. Please come forward to help as we can’t do it without you! Please see the poster in the
gathering area or call Stasia or myslef at 229-8624. Questions? E-mail me-mahar@parishmail.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

September 4: Catechist/aide training 6:30-8:00
September 9: Protecting God’s Children 6:30 (class for anyone working with children)
September 11: Catechist/aide training 6:30-8:00
September 14: Home Study parent meeting 10:15
September 15: Igniting the Spirit enrichment classes at St. Pats, 6:30
September 17: 6:30 Catechist/aide training & 7 pm Commissioning Liturgy for all parish catechists
September 21: Kindergarten - Family Program (at 10:30) - 9" & 10" grade (at 5:30 pm)

Rite of Enrollment for 10" gr. Confirmation candidates 11 Liturgy
September 24/25: Classes begin for grades 1-8! Join us for our beginning prayer service
September 28: 4™ Grade Solemn Penance, Rite of Acceptance followed by parent lunch meeting

3
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OF FAITH & SERVICE from Sr. Joyce Hoile, OSF

M.O.M.S. (MINISTRY OF MOTHERS SHARING) This vibrant group meets Wednesdays, 9:30 — noon be-
ginning Sept. 10. Childcare is provided. Their program ranges from shared prayer, to speakers; from
book discussions, to sharing about family; they play, share service projects and offer great support to
each other. New members are welcome any time. Jane Larson is the Coordinator.

YOUR WHOLE LIFE Are you tired of being obsessed with your weight? Do you wish you could better en-
joy life and the beauty around you? Do you desire the freedom that comes from self-acceptance? Do you
want to experience the love of God?

This 12-week wholistic program may be for you. It uses the 3-D approach of Diet, Discipline, and Disciple-
ship. Authors Carol Snowalter with- Maggie Davis have designed this program for people of faith to integrate
into their whole life using sound nutrition information with effective models of behavior change. Introduction
and sharing sessions begin Mon., Sept. 8, from 1 — 2 pm in the Parish Library. The evening offering begins
Tues. Sept. 9, from 7-8 pm. The two books are available from Sr. Joyce for $40.

BIBLE STUDY: GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF THE BIBLE This free 8 week study will be offered in the
evening and then repeated In the afternoon. The Sunday sessions will be from 7-8:15pm beginning Sept.
14; the Monday session will be from 2:30 — 3:45pm beginning Sept. 15. Contact Sr. Joyce to register!

THE GOSPEL OF MARK Each Advent begins the new Liturgical year for the Church. This coming
year the Gospels will predominately come from the Gospel of Mark. Sister Barbara Reid, O.P., Ph.D.,
Professor of New Testament Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago will again offer us her
expertise. She will help us understand the parts of Mark’s Gospel in Ordinary Time and in the differ-
ent seasons throughout the year. Sister Barbara will be with us Sunday, Oct. 5, from 2 — 4 pm. Mark
your calendars and plan to come.

SCHOOL FOR DISCIPLESHIP The Fall classes begin early in October. The Monday session will begin
Oct. 13 from 7-9 pm. Fr. Dave will teach History of Salvation which will provide an overview of the Bi-
ble and how it was written. The Tuesday session, Christian Morality, will be taught by Mr. John Schultz.
It will begin on Tues. Oct. 14 from 7-9 pm. More information and registration forms can be found in the
brochures in the pamphlet rack. You can also register online at www.saintmarymagdalen.org.

50+ LUNCH BUNCH

Thursday, Sept. 4, will feature lunch and a trip to the Detroit Art Museum.

Thursday, Sept. 11, a noon lunch will be provided and a presentation on “Long Term Care” by Hantz
Financial will follow. Invite neighbors and friends. Call Sister Joyce early to reserve Lunch.
Thursday, Sept. 18 Seniors Appreciation Mass 11 am at Holy Spirit, Hamburg. Bishop Boyea will
preside at the Mass and lunch will follow. We have a limited number of tickets for the lunch for our
Parish. Call Sr. Joyce for tickets.

THANKS & PRAISE from sr. Maryetta Churches, OP

Thanks goes out to the Knights for sponsoring a wonderful car show and for donating the pro-
ceeds to Hospice. A wonderful time was had by all. Thanks for all you do!

We give thanks and praise to all those who volunteered to be liturgical ministers next year. Your
sense of ministry is a gift to the community. Thanks for ministering to the Body of Christ.

Our Befrienders are a wonderful group of people who minister to the needs of those in need. Your sense
of giving, listening and being for others is a gift to our community. Thanks a million!
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from Margaret Callaghan

What a great time of the year! Football games, routine schedules, cooler weather and the beginning of a
new school year. It begins for youth ministry with our annual lock-in. It is a fun way
to gather all the youth together and introduce the freshman to youth group. Thank
you to all the adults who volunteered their time and gave up their sleep for this fun
annual event. Every year since we have been putting this together, we have gone
up to Striking Lanes for midnight bowling. This is our 11" year! Thank you to Chet at
Striking Lanes for being so accommodating! It the best part of our evening together.

This month we participate in another joint retreat with St. Francis in Ann Arbor, St. John’s in Hartland, and
St. Joes in Dexter. Living The Life. It all begins Saturday September 20" at 9:30am at FaHoLo in Grass
Lake and ends Sunday at 1:30pm. Join us for fun, friendship and an opportunity to grow in your faith! We
will offer Reconciliation before Mass, go-karts and open gym time. Contact me at margareical-
laghan766@msn.com for more information and the necessary paper work.

Our regular weekly meetings are every Sunday evening from 7-9pm beginning September 7". We
are looking forward to seeing everyone again weekly and having the chance to meet any new teens that will
be joining us. Our leadership team has many great ideas and meetings to plan for everyone. They are on
fire and ready for a new year! | hope you will try to join us.

EDGE Oylmpics is coming to Saint Mary Magdalen Monday Sept. 29" from 7-8:30pm.
We are ready and waiting to begin a new year full of fun, games, friendships and the opportunity for growth!
Come on the 29" ready to compete in games that will make you laugh, spin until you are dizzy and get your
face covered with whip cream! Wear clothes that you don’t mind getting dirty.

 H B B E E EEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBEB.
MAGDALEN'’S LITTLE PEOPLE fiom Kathie Anderer

Back to school time has arrived! We are busy making plans for the coming school Enroll now for
year and we are looking forward to making great memories. Our Get Acquainted Sun- voschan | PP6?5ChOO
day is planned for September 14 and we will be back to full swing that week. 'Y

We hope that everyone had a great summer. It is good to be back and see the |
kids again. We do have a few openings available if anyone knows of someone look-
ing for a preschool. Please call the preschool line for more information... (810) 229-
0010. Leave a message with your phone number and we will get back to you as
soon as possible. We would /ove to have you join us!

COUNCIL COMMENDATIONS

The Council would like to commend Ed Bixler, Joe Schevock and Tim Belanger for
painting the light poles while they were “down for relocation on the property”. You give
the saying “soaring to new heights” a whole new meaning. The sky’s the limit! Thanks
for all you do!

The Council would also like to commend Stasia Eisenhut for all she has done to assist
Margaret Callahan with the youth in our parish. Stasia has assisted on the high
school retreat, helped with the fund raiser at Michigan International Speedway and
help with other youth activities. Thanks a million, Stasia!
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WHAT INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW from Diane Kubus

This month we will be ain; “FAITH INQUIRY “

It's a time of casual conversation where “inquirers” come seeking information about the Catholic
Church. They find out very quickly that Inquiry is very informational but they also find that it is a time to
share our stories, answer their questions and we get to know one another.

Typically some of the questions might be: Why do Catholics pray to saints? or Why do you believe
that the Pope is infallible and what exactly does infallibility mean? Sometimes we may look to The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church or other sources to respond to these questions. But Inquiry also asks each
individual to look within and discover how God is working in our lives here and now, in this place, at this
time. We seek to understand how God is speaking to us in the midst of our concerns, doubts, joys and
sorrows. We begin to connect our own stories with God’s great Love Story found in our Scriptures. We
celebrate those connections in prayer and Liturgy, in mission and service.

Throughout the process, the inquirer is invited to decide where this process will take them. We con-
tinue to open ourselves to God and allow God to transform us as we move along a journey of faith; grow-
ing in our relationship with God and with each other.

Again, Inquiry is the first phase of the initiation process and is a time of asking questions and ex-
ploring the Catholic faith. Any one can begin Inquiry at any time. Adults meet on Mondays from 7 -
8:30pm. beginning September 8 and the children 7 yrs. and older meet on the same night (separate
from the adults) from 7 — 8 pm. If you have ever thought about becoming Catholic, know someone who
has and would like to know more, please come join us. You may call me in the office or email:
rcia@saintmarymagdalen.org with any questions or just to talk about it. Blessings on the Journey!

WH@@E@@ to our parish!... New Members ... August 2008

John Bak Erik & Michelle Helms
Donalda Bak Collin, Cade, Phoebe
Jerome & Patricia Bessesen Michael & Diane Olsem
Daniel & Audrey Burton Richard & Lillian Rumpz

The addresses and phone numbers of new members have been omitted in compliance with internet privacy law.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS from Ron Weingartg
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The DEACON'S BENCH from Dave Scharf

There is a scene in the movie Return of the King, based on J.R.R. Tolkien’s saga, The Lord of the
Rings, in which Aragorn gives the dead soldiers who had deserted their king a chance to regain their honor if
they would help to defend the City of Kings which is under attack by evil powers. He enters a cave through a
small crevice in the mountain. It is dark and the sound effects make it clear that this is not a pleasant place.
He steps over piles of dry bones heaped up against the walls of the cave. Suddenly, in the center of a large
room, these skeletal creatures begin to threaten him, even though they are not really alive. Aragorn offers
them a chance to redeem themselves by making good on their pledge to defend the good against evil, and to
be a part of a community that will restore the kingdom.

We live in a world that is filled with death. We Kkill each other in acts of murder, abortion, euthanasia,
execution, war and terrorist activities. We kill ourselves through suicide, drug and alcohol abuse, smoking,
overwork, stress, bad eating habits, and physical neglect. We watch calmly as others die from poverty, hun-
ger and malnutrition, homelessness, unemployment, poor education, disease, child abuse, arms proliferation,
discrimination, pollution, and destruction of the environment.

The most important question we need to ask ourselves is; am | ready to face my death? A strange
question and its truthful answer are found in the sacred scriptures of the Hindus. “What is the greatest won-
der in the world?” The answer is: “All of us know that we will surely die, but each of us foolishly thinks that he
or she will not die any time in the near future." Let us not be foolish; let us be wise and well prepared
and ever ready to meet our Lord with a clear conscience when the time comes.

Sorry to be so morbid this month, but thinking about the ones we have lost over this summer (and
maybe my age) have caused me think about my own mortality and what will God hold me accountable for
when | stand before him.

THE OTHER BENCH from Jim Chevalier

The “Dog Days” of summer are upon us! However, | do not believe that anyone looks at the days in
August as | did some sixty three years ago. The changes in our society are happening faster than ever be-
fore. But is our society, our parish community, moving in the right direction? Are we still focused on a loving
relationship with God? Do we understand that the second coming of Christ could occur at any time, and will
we be ready? Have we completed the task that Jesus gave us at birth? Do we even know what task He gave
us? The answers to these questions will be made clear when we stand before Him on Judgment day.

CHARITY AND JUSTICE from Lisa Kiein

Join St. Mary Magdalen in the Brighton Area CROP Walk on October 12, 2008!
CROP means: Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty! It is neighbors walking to-
. " gether to take a stand against hunger in our world. Together we raise awareness and funds
H 1] l for international relief and development, as well as local hunger-fighting agencies. Approxi-
T mately 2,000 communities across the country take part each year.
GEF Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go? 25% of what is raised stays local. The remaining
funds are used to support hunger-fighting development in some 80 countries. From seeds
and tools, to wells and water systems, to technical training; the key is people working together to identify their
own development priorities and needs.

Join us! You can register as a team member and walk with us on October 12 throughout the down-
town Brighton area, approximately 3 miles. It is a wonderful family event. When you register, you will re-
ceive a form to help you track your donations from sponsors. If you are unable to walk on October 12, you
can make a donation to the St. Mary Magdalen team at the table in the Gathering Area from September 27 to
October12. Thank you for your support of this important event!
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MARKING THE CALENDAR
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September 6 (Saturday)

Our annual parish picnic begins with the 4:30 pm Liturgy outside near the barn and then continues with food

& fun on our parish grounds. (If it rains on Saturday, the Liturgy will be on Sunday at 11 am)

September 6

Sign up for a variety of ministries begins after each of our weekend Liturgies. NEW and RENEWING

ministers must sign up to serve during the coming year. Thanks!!

September 9 (Tuesday)

This is a program to protect children from sexual abuse. It helps adults to recognize warning signs
and to create a save environment for al of our children. All adult catechists, aides, anyone who works
with youth in our parish, are required to attend by the Bishop, and all parents are also invited. Pre-
registration is necessary. If you have any questions please call Mary or Sr. Maryetta in the office.

September 14 (Sunday)

We will pray for and bless all teachers and those who work at educational institutions during this spe-

cial Liturgy at 9 am.

September 21 (Sunday)

Religious Education begins with sessions on Sunday at 9 & 11 am for Kindergarten and at 5:30 pm for
9™ graders (10" graders started with their retreat the weekend of August 20™); on Wednesday at 4:30-
6 and at 6:30-8 pm and Thursday at 4:30-6 and at 6:30-8 pm.

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN PARISH

2201 S. Old U.S. 23 Highway
Brighton, Ml 48114-7609
(810) 229-8624 Fax (810) 229-6471
www.saintmarymagdalen.org

PASTORAL STAFF Office Hours Mon - Fri: 8:30 - 4:30pm

PASTOR
Fr. David F. Howell
pastor1@saintmarymagdalen.org

PASTORAL MINISTER
Sr. Maryetta Churches, O.P.
pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org

EDUCATION & FORMATION-
YOUTH

Mary Mahar, Director
mmahar@parishmail.com

Stasia Eisenhut, Adm. Assistant
Karen MacDonald, Secretary
sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org

FORMATION & EVANGELIZA-
TION- ADULTS

Sr. Joyce Hoile, O.S.F.
pastmin1@saintmarymagdalen.org

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION & LITURGICAL
COORDINATOR

Diane Kubus
rcia@saintmarymagdalen.org
liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org

DEACONS

H. David Scharf
deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org
James Chevalier
deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org

SECRETARIES

Josie Doucette
sect1@saintmarymagdalen.org
Debbie Dehanke
evening1@saintmarymagdalen.org

BOOKKEEPER
Dave Wisniewski
bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org

MAGDALEN’S PRESCHOOL
Kathie Anderer, Director
kanderer@juno.com

YOUTH MINISTRY
Tom & Margaret Callaghan
margaretcallaghan766@msn.com

PASTORAL MUSICIAN
Steven H. Schulte
steve@colleengleason.com

MAINTENANCE
Leo Camden
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